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Todayôs birds to kill:

1. Arctic Climate Change

2. And why it is of global importance

3. What WWF believes should be done.

But most importantly:

A stimulus to think and discuss whether, how, 

and where you may connect.



www.arcticphoto.co.uk

WHY
is the Arctic important for us

with respect to global climate 

change?



Because the Arctic is more than a place

ñThe Arctic remains one of the least explored, 

studied and understoodplaces on earth.ò

United States Arctic Research Commission, 1999 
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ñThe impacts of climate change in the polar 

regions over the next 100 years will

exceed the impacts forecast for other regions,

and will produce feedbacks that will have 

globally significant consequences.ò

International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2007 



The Arctic and the rest of the world

1. How is the Arctic 

affected by global 

climate change?

2. What is the response 

of the Arctic to 

climate change?

3. How does a changed 

Arctic affect global 

climate?



The earth is warmingé



éthe Arctic as well, and more rapidly

é the average winter temperature more than 3C.

Over the last 50 years the average annual temperature over Arctic lands has been rising more than 1C,



éand will even more so in the future



émodified regionally and seasonally

é winter temperatures as much as 12C.

Over the next 100 years annual temperatures over the Arctic are projected to rise as much as 6C,
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So,

WHY
is the Arctic so sensitive

to climate change?



Polar vortex and Arctic Oscillation

National Geographic Magazine March 2000

Negative AO index situation Positive AO index situation


