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Western Arctic Mariner’s Guide

RECOMMENDATIONS
Whale Sensitive Habitats
• If possible, avoid whale calving, foraging, molting and migration areas and follow mitigation 
 procedures in the vicinity of marine mammals:1

 - Wildlife will be given right-of-way;
 - Maintain a straight course and constant speed, avoiding erratic behaviour;
 - When marine mammals appear to be trapped or disturbed by vessel movements, 
  implement appropriate measures to mitigate disturbance, including stoppage of movement 
  until wildlife have moved away from the immediate areas; and
 - Adhere to setback distances (see chart) when in the presence of marine mammals.  
• Passage through or close to Beluga Management Zones 1A and 1B outside of designated routes, 
 even if it’s the shortest route should be avoided from break-up to August (see map) 
 (Contact HTC for annual variations). 

Migratory Bird Sanctuaries
• Hunting, disturbing, destroying or taking of migratory birds or their nests are prohibited. 
• Maintain a 500 m setback for ships from seabird colonies when birds are present.5

• Maintain a 100 m setback from seabird colonies for zodiacs, kayaks and other small launch vessels.
• Maintain a 500 m setback distance from sea duck colonies, moulting aggregations of sea ducks 
 and waterfowl. 
• Avoid any sharp or loud noises, do not blow horns or whistles, and maintain constant 
 engine noise levels.  
• Always travel at steady speeds when close to seabird and waterbird colonies, 
 moving parallel to the shore rather than approaching the colony directly. 

NOTE: For navigation purposes, please use charts provided by the Canadian Hydrographic Service.

Please contact for errors, omissions, comments, additions

Andrew Dumbrille, 613-290-2006
adumbrille@wwfcanada.org
Vernon Amos, 867-777-2828
igc-c@jointsec.nt.ca

Report to: Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Steve Ferguson, 
204-983-5057, steve.ferguson@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

You may be asked to provide:
• Date and time you found the animal or witnessed the incident
• Specific location, including latitude and longitude (if available)
 or driving directions (if accessible by land)
• Species or type of animal, including a description of the size, colour, features
• Condition of the animal – alive, sick or injured, freshly dead, badly rotting away
• Number of animals involved
• Your contact information, including name and phone number

CONTACT
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