
May 29, 2020 vs 2: COVID-19 Regional Update: AECO Operational Area
	Country/Region
	Svalbard
	Greenland
	Iceland
	Arctic Canada

	Population
	2900
(Longyearbyen, Ny-Ålesund)
	56,000
	366,000
	84,000 
(Nunavut, NWT)

	Confirmed cases
Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
	0

8411 cases in Norway, number was 8383 on the 27th of May. 
*Norway does not provide the number of recovered persons via Johns Hopkins)
	13 

11 recovered
11,712 cases in Denmark, number was 11,627 on the 27th. 10,378 recovered
	1805, number was also 1804 on the 27th (last update)

1792 recovered
	5 in NWT
0 in Nunavut

89,976 cases in Canada, number was 88,093 cases on the 27th 46,961 recovered
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Recent updates  governments & nat’l authorities
	No major developments since last update.
	No major developments since last update from the Greenland Govnmt..

[image: ]Denmark opening borders to Icelanders, Germans and Norwegians on June 15 with certain conditions. Source: DK Govnmt. (Danish)
	No major developments since last update.
	No major developments since last update.

	Travel advice /Information from authorities
	Plans for infection prevention operations.

 New guidance on holiday and leisure travel. Link.

The Governor of Svalbard repeals the quarantine order for permanent residents today. Link. 

Tourism in Svalbard from the 1st of June. Link. 

Also see this link from Visit Svalbard.

Working on setting a specific date for limited opening of tourism (Source: Governor of Svalbard). Link.

The Government’s plan for reopening Norwegian society and easing the coronavirus restrictions. Link.

Home quarantine in Svalbard of 14 days extended until May 18. May be extended as well after this date. Link.

Home quarantine upon arrival to mainland Norway is changed from 14 days to 10 days. The Governor of Svalbard can impose additional quarantining upon arrival to Svalbard after those 10 days spent in mainland Norway: Link to Lovdata.no (in Norwegian).

Updates from the Norwegian Maritime Authority on the coronavirus and its effects on the shipping industry:
https://www.sdir.no/en/news/corona/ 

The Norwegian Institute of Public Health is advising against travel that is not strictly necessary. 

Travelers should assess their need to travel against the current situation at the destination. This especially applies to the elderly and people with underlying medical conditions.

The risk of infection depends on the destination and the duration and type of travel. The WHO has an overview of reported cases from different countries to give an indication of how the situation is at the destination. Link

Currently not in Norway: Questions and answers for citizens of countries outside the EU/EEA.

The Coronavirus and Seagoing Traffic 
	Reopening of Greenland phase 1 to commence on June 15 

3 weekly departures GL-DK from June 1st and probability of getting refund (restricted tickets from Govn’t owned) Air Greenland. Link (Danish). 

Opening strategy of the Government of Greenland. Link (Danish).

Guidance on traveling domestically and internationally, updated May 4th 2020: 

https://nun.gl/Nyheder_COVID19/2020/05/0405_Udrejserestriktioner_fjernes?sc_lang=da (Danish)

COVID-19 status in Greenland according to Visit Greenland. Link.
	Report of the working group on COVID-19 testing for international arrivals. Link.

Easing of restrictions on gatherings.

Testing for international arrivals could start in June​ (source: Government of Iceland). Link

As of March 20, 2020, foreign nationals – except EU/EEA, EFTA or UK nationals – are not allowed to enter Iceland. This advice is valid until May 15, 2020.
https://www.covid.is/sub-categories/tourists

As of April 24, all foreign visitors to Iceland must be quarantined for 14 days.

All vessels arriving in Iceland must provide the Coast Guard with a special health certificate for COVID-19 before being authorized to enter the port.
https://www.covid.is/sub-categories/travel
A guidance document for frontline service staff has been issued by the Icelandic Directorate of Health
https://www.landlaeknir.is/servlet/file/store93/item38939/2020-guidance%20for%20frontline%20service%20staff.pdf

The Director of health in Iceland guidelines and strategy plans for foreign vessels in Iceland if there is a risk of COVID-19 on board. Here is a link of the Icelandic guidelines and response to COVID-19 for foreign vessels

ICELAND and COVID-19 according to Promote Iceland. Link. 
	Nunavut’s Path: Moving forward during COVID-19 Link.

New measures for pleasure craft in northern communities. Link (May 14).

 Non-medical masks or face coverings while travelling (Link, scroll down to middle part of page).

An official global travel advisory is in effect: Avoid non-essential travel outside Canada until further notice. Avoid all travel on cruise ships until further notice.
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html

Backgrounder: COVID-19 safety requirements for commercial passenger vessels and ferries. Link here.
Given the limited public health capacity in Canada’s Northern communities, the cruise ship season for vessels with Canadian Arctic stops will be deferred for the entire season this year. This would apply to cruise ships of all sizes.’

Source: Canadian Government and here’s the press release in its entire length

	Links to official Health Authority Websites on the Coronavirus
	Norwegian Institute for Public Health

The Governor of Svalbard

Norwegian Foreign Ministry
	Info about COVID-19 in Danish:
https://corona.gl/da/ 
	The official Icelandic information site on the corona situation in Iceland: https://www.covid.is/english

More details on bans on gatherings: https://www.covid.is/categories/what-is-ban-on-public-events
	The Public Health Agency of Canada, link.

For information on preventive measures, link.

For information on travel and related advisories see link here

	Public Financial Relief and Support 
	Compensation scheme presented for culture, voluntary sector and sport https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/large-compensation-scheme-for-culture-voluntary-sector-and-sport/id2693889/

Economic measures in Norway in response to COVID-19 - News story | Date: 06/04/2020. Link.
	The Greenland Parliament has disseminated more information on a  relief package for Greenland businesses:

https://naalakkersuisut.gl/da/Naalakkersuisut/Nyheder/2020/03/2103_Hjaelpepakker (Danish) 
	Icelandic economic Action Plan include among other:
-extended deadlines for taxes
-temporary relief for tourism industry (incl. temporarily reducing industry specific tax payments. See full list here

Government of Ice. announces increased support for companies and extension of part-time unemployment benefits. Link.
	Help line for Canadian companies: Regarding concerns for loss of wages for your employees: The Government of Canada’s information line for EI Claims related to COVID-19 at 1-833-381-2725.
Support for businesses https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#businesses 

	[image: ]Add’tl links, AECO operational area and global


	RUSSIA, THE MOSCOW TIMES: Coronavirus in Russia: The Latest News | May 29 https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/05/29/coronavirus-in-russia-the-latest-news-may-29-a69117 

RUSSIA, THE MOSCOW TIMES: Russia Wants to Spark a Domestic Tourism Boom. Will It Work? https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/05/29/russia-wants-to-spark-a-domestic-tourism-boom-will-it-work-a70411 

SVALBARD, SVALBARDPOSTEN: 22 passengers per flight in May https://svalbardposten.no/nyheter/22-passasjerer-per-fly-hittil-i-mai/19.12516 

SVALBARD, ICEPEOPLE.NET: Svalbard hotel stays drop 98 percent in April and Longyearbyen fared even worse http://icepeople.net/2020/05/29/svalbard-hotel-stays-drop-98-percent-in-april-decline-is-norways-largest-and-longyearbyen-fared-even-worse/ 

SVALBARD, HIGHNORTHNEWS: Foreigners in Svalbard may Travel to the Mainland From 1 June https://www.highnorthnews.com/en/foreigners-svalbard-may-travel-mainland-1-june 

NORWAY, NRK: Norwegians allowed to travel to Denmark June 15, no overnight stays in Copenhagen: https://www.nrk.no/norge/du-kan-feriere-i-danmark_-men-ikke-bo-i-kobenhavn-1.15034472 (Norwegian)

ICELAND, RUV.IS: Calming waters in border test dispute https://www.ruv.is/frett/2020/05/29/calming-waters-in-border-test-dispute 

ICELAND, REYKJAVIK GRAPEVINE: https://grapevine.is/news/2020/05/29/antibody-testing-suggests-55000-icelanders-exposed-to-covid-19/ https://grapevine.is/news/2020/05/29/antibody-testing-suggests-55000-icelanders-exposed-to-covid-19/ 

ICELAND, MBL: Icelanders welcome to Denmark from June 15 https://www.mbl.is/frettir/innlent/2020/05/29/islendingar_velkomnir_til_danmerkur/ (Icelandic)

GREENLAND, Sermitsiaq: Sad day for Air Greenland https://sermitsiaq.ag/trist-dag-air-greenland 

ARCTIC CANADA, NUNATSIAQ: Nunavut government announces COVID-19 wage top-up for essential workers https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/91705/ 

ARCTIC CANADA, CBC NORTH: United Way NWT receives more than $160K for COVID-19 relief fund https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/united-way-nwt-covid-19-donations-1.5589564 

ARCTIC CANADA, EYE ON THE ARCTIC: Nunavut extends public health emergency until June 11 https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-arctic/2020/05/28/arctic-canada-nunavut-extends-public-health-emergency-until-june-11/ 

CRUISE INDUSTRY NEWS: SeaDream To Sell Cruises to Local Source Market in Norway https://www.cruiseindustrynews.com/cruise-news/23016-seadream-to-sell-cruises-to-local-source-market-in-norway.html 

CRUISE INDUSTRY NEWS: Viking Cancels Rest of Summer Sailings https://www.cruiseindustrynews.com/cruise-news/23018-viking-cancels-rest-of-summer-sailings.html 

GLOBAL, THE TELEGRAPH: Cruise ship capacity could be cut by more than a third https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/cruises/news/cruise-ships-fewer-passengers-health-safety-plans-coronavirus/ (paywall)

GLOBAL, TRAVEL PULSE: What The 2020 Summer Cruise Season Will Look Like https://www.travelpulse.com/news/cruise/what-the-2020-summer-cruise-season-will-look-like.html 

GLOBAL, KSTK: Wrangell opposes cruise season until regional standards met https://www.kstk.org/2020/05/28/wrangell-opposes-cruise-season-until-regional-standards-met/ 


	
Arctic summer season 2020 prospects
	Latest update from Visit Svalbard (MAY 15).

Prohibitions on entry
Travellers must assume that Norway’s prohibitions against entering the country will remain in effect until 20 August, but the Government will consider whether additional exemptions may be possible. By 15 June, consideration will be given to permitting leisure travellers from the Nordic countries to enter. By 20 July, permitting such entry from other nearby European countries will also be considered.

Quarantine on arrival
Everyone coming to Norway today is required to undergo quarantine. This policy, too, is being extended through 20 August. But as with the travel advice, and by the same dates, the Government will consider easing the quarantine requirement.  Link.
	Opening strategy of the Greenland Government as described per May 14:

https://nun.gl/Nyheder_COVID19/2020/05/1405_Naalakkersuisuts_aabningsstrategi?sc_lang=da (Danish)

Phase 1 described by the Government: 

https://naalakkersuisut.gl/da/Naalakkersuisut/Nyheder/2020/05/2505_genaabning (Danish)
	No later than 15 June 2020, travelers are expected to be given a choice between a two-week quarantine or being tested for the virus upon arrival, or otherwise proving that they are free of coronavirus infection. Exact requirements are still being developed. Final details on the easing of quarantine requirements for travellers will be announced by the end of May.
	Season 2020 deferred, Canadian Government source.
Also refer to Transport Canada measures for commercial passenger vessels capable of carrying more than 12 pax, link here.
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